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Bito Tsuyama-an Bettei

A renovated townhounse available to rent in Tsuyama, a city with
an Edo-period towmscape.

The arex srownd Tsuyame City in Olmyama can tace jts history back seore than 1,500 veams. It
ficarished as a post station for people traveling o and from Bsmo Province {present-day Shimane
Prefeciure) and Yamabo Province {present-day Mam Prefecture). When Tsmyama Castle was buoilt
im 1613, a castle town grew around il Even now, in addition to the castle rains, a large number of
shrines, iemples, samvemi resbdences, and townhouses still exist in the aea.

Bibo Tsuyama-an Bettel is a hioury removated townbouse for rent thet stemds on [oeweo Kaido, &
sireet lined with hisdoric buildings. When yoo emer the bailding through the noren curtain, the cos-
ridor wall is adomed with & sbenming six-meter-bong peinting of the procession of the Towyama clan.
The first fioor is & modern space festuring walls decorated with Yokonowsshi, a famous Iapanese
paper produced in Tsuyama, a crimson sriwork by the seulptor Kivoyuki Kidstake, and an expan-
sive wooden deck. The kitchen is equipped with a refrigermior and vanious cooking wtensils, while
the bathenom festures a jesied tub, & mist sauna, and a full-body shower sysiem. The second Soor
corsists of tastefully designed Japanese-style moms which retain the building's original alcoves and
windows. The townhouse can slesp mp o cight people.

The former Mimasaka Provines, which was controlled by Tsuyame Domain, was esiablished in
14, Kyoto was established ms the capial of Japas in 702, hMimasaka Province was therefore estab-
lished hefore Kyoto. Famous people from the area ude Honen, the founder of Jodo Buddhism,
amed Blivemsoio Mosashi; notable contemporaries include Koshi Imaha of the rock band Bz, and Ma-
sashi Kishimoto, creator of the minjs manga BKARLUTO.
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The Teuymma clan were relstives of the Tokugewa clan, and the domein therefore fell under the
proteciion of the Tokngewn shopamaie. When Maithew Perry, admiml of the 1S, fect came 1o la-
pan to demand an end &0 its isolationist foredgn policy, it was Mitssken Genpo of Tsuyema Domain
wiho acied as inierpreter. Udagawa Yoan, another emaployes of Tsmyama Diomain, tremslated various
Western medical and science texis imto Japanese. He devised sameroms kanji terms for Westem
ideas, sach as Yeoffee.” "hydrogen,” “gas,” and “spleen.” The Tsuyama Domain wes & region well-
versed in Western langpmges and scademic disciplines, prodecing many individosts who laid the
foundations for Japen's modernization. The mangural presidenis of the University of Tolyo, Kyoip
Umiversity, snd Waseda University all haided from Tsuyama

With its extant Edo towmscapes, Teoyama city is a kisioric region that not well known even among
Japanes: people. Visiiors io the Tsuyama city ase invited to make a reservation af Biio Tswyama-an
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